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Table 4.  Principal Operator Characteristics by Primary Occupation:  2012 
 [For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text.] 

Characteristics Total 
Primary occupation 

Agriculture Nonagriculture 

Principal operators  ....................................................................................  
 
Principal operators by - 
Years operating present farm: 
    Less than 2 years  .................................................................................  
    2 to 4 years  ...........................................................................................  
    5 to 9 years  ...........................................................................................  
    10 years or more ...................................................................................  
 
Place of residence: 
    On farm operated ..................................................................................  
    Off farm operated ..................................................................................  
 
Retirement status: 
    Retired  ..................................................................................................  
    Not retired  .............................................................................................  
 
Age group: 
    Under 25 years  .....................................................................................  
    25 to 34 years  .......................................................................................  
    35 to 44 years  .......................................................................................  
    45 to 54 years  .......................................................................................  
    55 to 64 years  .......................................................................................  
    65 years and over  .................................................................................  
 
    Average age  .........................................................................................  
 
Gender: 
    Male  ......................................................................................................  
    Female  ..................................................................................................  
 
Hispanic origin: 
    Of Hispanic or Latino origin  ..................................................................  
    Not of Hispanic or Latino origin  .............................................................  
 
Race: 
    Black or African American  ....................................................................  
    White  ....................................................................................................  
    Other .....................................................................................................  
    More than one race reported  ................................................................  
 
Highest grade or year of school completed: 
    None  .....................................................................................................  
    Elementary school  ................................................................................  
    Secondary school  .................................................................................  
    High school diploma or GED  ................................................................  
    Some college  ........................................................................................  
    College - Bachelor's degree ..................................................................  
    Master's or PhD  ....................................................................................  
 
Days worked off farm: 
    None  .....................................................................................................  
    Any  .......................................................................................................  
        1 to 49 days  ......................................................................................  
        50 to 99 days  ....................................................................................  
        100 to 199 days  ................................................................................  
        200 days or more  ..............................................................................  
 
Hired manager status: 
    Hired manager  ......................................................................................  
    Not a hired manager  .............................................................................  
 
Percent of income from farming: 
    Less than 25 percent  ............................................................................  
    25 to 49 percent  ....................................................................................  
    50 to 74 percent  ....................................................................................  
    75 percent or more  ...............................................................................  
 
Net household income category: 
    Less than $20,000  ................................................................................  
    $20,000 to $39,999  ...............................................................................  
    $40,000 to $59,999  ...............................................................................  
    $60,000 to $79,999  ...............................................................................  
    $80,000 to $99,999  ...............................................................................  
    $100,000 or more  .................................................................................  
 
Number of persons living in household: 
    1 person  ................................................................................................  
    2 persons  ..............................................................................................  
    3 persons  ..............................................................................................  
    4 persons  ..............................................................................................  
    5 or more persons .................................................................................  
 
Number of families contributing 
  to the net income of this operation: 
    1  family  ................................................................................................  
    2 families  ..............................................................................................  
    3 families  ..............................................................................................  
    4 families  ..............................................................................................  
    5 or more families  .................................................................................  
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